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One of the purposes of the VIA is to systematically inventory and analyze the existing visual quality and to develop strategies for improving, maintaining, or
providing adequate compensation for existing visual quality. For this reason, project developers should review the project corridor for existing visual resources to
determine which existing visual quality should be acquired, replaced, conserved, or enhanced. It is important to recognize that existing visual quality is more
than just the visual quality of the surrounding environment. Instead, it is the combination of two factors: the visual qualities of the surrounding area and the
amount of visual impact a project would have on that environment. The review of existing visual quality focuses on recognizing and providing for the visual
importance of the existing physical environment. For example, a project may be considered as having a positive visual impact if the proposed design is
aesthetically pleasing or if it is harmonious with the existing visual context, but a negative visual impact if the design is badly proportioned or otherwise
discordant with the physical surroundings. Visual quality is also the product of a communitys aesthetic standards, preferences, and desires. However, the project
developers should consider that the communitys aesthetic standards and preferences may differ from their own. Therefore, the developers must also consider
their own aesthetic standards and preferences as well as the communitys standards. Another consideration is that developers can obtain certain aesthetic
benefits from an existing built environment, such as the presence of historic landmarks, some of which may have been designed and constructed according to
aesthetic standards. These resources may provide the developers with some inspiration for their design, but the project must be analyzed according to its own
standards.
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Landscapes are not as predictable as they appear. A landscape can range from a boulder covered meadow to a densely forested valley to an ocean shoreline
covered by a layer of sand. There are a number of ways to approach a description of the visual character of the landscape. Start with an appreciation of the land
surface. Is it a rock-strewn valley, the site of a high-rise complex, or a wooded valley with waterfalls? Is there a water body or river? Is the surface rocky or sandy,
grassy or treed? Is there a lake or a stream that flows into it? What water bodies are there? Are they fresh or salt, and are they used for recreation or commercial

purposes? What are the vegetation patterns? Are they typical of the region or do they resemble the surrounding anthropogenic influences? What are the light
and shadow patterns associated with the land surface? How does the pattern of light and shade relate to the vegetation? Are there areas of bright sunlight and

deep shadow? What is the scale of the landscape? How does the land surface relate to the size of the proposed project? Are the lights needed for the project too
close to the buildings? Are they too close to the surrounding area? What is the relationship between the project and the landscape surface? The first three phases

in the FHWA VIA process are conceptually easy because they are based on standard principles of environmental and population science. The fourth phase
(Mitigation) is more difficult because it involves developing a plan for improving the visual quality of the project's environment and people's views by addressing

specific visual resources and viewers affected by the project. Mitigation is the subject of this chapter. 5ec8ef588b
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