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present invention relates to a controller for a high speed digital
computer system, and particularly to such a system including

a plurality of processors connected to a common memory.
More specifically, the present invention relates to an

arbitration scheme by which the processors are serially
interrogated to determine which processor is eligible to access

the memory in a particular operation, and a mask function
used to provide information to each processor as to the

operation which it is eligible to perform. As digital computers
increase in operating speed, the number of components
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